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Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

FREDERICK  WOLVERSON,  M.D.,  C.M. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Officer  to  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic,  and  is  the  Administrative  Medical  Officer  to 
Keycol  Hill  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  Tuberculosis 

Sanatorium. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Welfare  Services — 
EILEEN  MALLINSON,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Chief  Finance  Officer— N.  F.  BOWEN,  I.M.T.A. 

Surveyors — 

M.  W.  LASHMAR,  M.Inst.M.  and  Cy.E. 

A.  W.  CALLAWAY,  M.  &  C.E.,  M.R.S.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector- — 

ALEXANDER  LESLIE,  A.R.San.l.,  M.S.I.A.,  Etc. 

Health  Visitors — 

Miss  MABEL  REESE,  S.R.N.,  etc. 

Miss  BETTY  WALKER,  S.R.N.,  etc. 


SITTINGBOURNE  AND  MILTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


Health  Department, 

Johnson  House,  Sittingbourne. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health,  sanitary  and  casualty  services  of  the  Urban  District 
covering  the  year  1945. 

Population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  the  year  is  19,140,  as 
compared  to  18,790  in  1944, 

<■ 

Birth  Rate. 

The  corrected  rate  was  20  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  during  the  calendar  year,  1st  January  —  31st 
December,  inclusive,  compared  with  19.7  in  1944. 

Death  Rate. 

The  corrected  rate  was  12.3  per  1,000  estimated  average 
population,  compared  with  12.26  per  1,000  in  1944. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

There  were  15  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
making  the  death  rate  39  per  1,000  births. 

Number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  under  2  yfears 
of  age,  was  2. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate. 

This  was  0.40  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with 
0.42  in  1944. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  are  functioning 
well,  and  the  attendance  at  Clinics  has  increased. 

Of  the  384  children  born  in  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  during 
1945,  248  were  brought  to  the  Clinic  at  some  time  during  their 
first  year,  i.e.,  a  percentage  of  64  as  compared  with  64  in  1944. 

Expectant  Mother’s  Clinic. 

Dr.  Eileen  Mallinson  continued  during  1945  to  act  as  Assistant 
Medical  Officef  for  Welfare  Services. 


The  continued  increased  usefulness  of  the  Clinic  is  shown  by 
the  following  figures  : — 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Attendances  . 

385 

513 

676 

774 

942 

872 

Average  Attendance. 

7.5 

9.8 

13.25 

15 

18.84 

17.4 

5 


Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. 

During  the  year,  7  school  children,  and  173  children  under 
school  age,  were  immunised  against  diphtheria  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Many  others  were  treated  by  private  Prac¬ 
titioners. 

A  Clinic  was  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  every  month. 
Attendances  remain  fairly  good,  although  the  interest  of  the  public 
is  not  maintained  as  much  as  one  would  have  desired. 

The  district  has  again  been  remarkably  free  from  Diphtheria, 
only  two  cases  occurring  during  1945.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
there  remains  a  number  of  people  who  refuse  to  take  advantage 
of  the  immunisation  scheme.  The  general  concensus  of  medical 
opinion  is  that  if  90  per  cent,  or  so  of  all  children  were  immunised, 
diphtheria  would  “be  practically  non-existent  in  the  country. 

N.B. — A  campaign  was  conducted  in  April  and  May,  1946, 
when  advertisements  in  the  Press,  circularization  of  the  whole 
neighbourhood,  slides  at  all  the  Cinemas,  and  a  moving  picture 
called  “  Defeat  Diphtheria,”  was  shown  by  the  Odeon  Cinema  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  Resident  Manager. 

During  the  two  months  named,  the  Medical  Officer  gave 
1,151  injections  ;  580  children  received  complete  immunisation, 
that  is  two  injections  each,  and  304  school  children  who  had  been 
immunised  in  infancy  had  a  third  injection,  which  is  recommended 
to  “  boost  up  ”  the  immunity. 

The  figures  for  the  year  1945  are  as  follows  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Keycol  Hill  Hospital  is  still  well  and  effectively  conducted. 

Shortage  of  staff  continues  to  be  the  great  difficulty  with 
which  the  administration  has  to  contend. 

Johnson  House  Nursery. 

Accommodation,  55  places.  The  Nursery  continued  to 
function  through  the  year  1945.  The  Matron  is  Miss  V.  A.  D. 
Sales,  S.R.N.  (The  Nursery  was  closed  in  April,  1946.) 

Illegitimate  Children. 

The  Council  adopted  the  scheme  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  treatment  of  unmarried  mothers  and 
has  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  St.  Faith’s  Home,  Bearsted, 
and  with  The  Diocesan  Home,  Oakhurst,  Lesney  Park  Road, 
Erith,  for  their  reception.  During  the  year  3  cases  were  dealt 
with  in  this  way.  Some  unmarried  mothers  refuse  to  go  to  the 
homes  in  question  and  others  do  not  come  within  the  possibilities 
of  reclamation. 

,  All  illegitimate  children  are  visited  frequently  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  who  are  appointed  by  the  Council  to  act  as  Visitors 
under  the  Child  Life  Protection  Act. 
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Home  Helps 

The  scheme  of  Home  Helps  instituted  by  this  department 
for  domestic  assistance  to  be  given  to  women  during  their  con¬ 
finements  continues  to  operate,  and  a  number  of  cases  arise  where 
the  Council  pay  the  whole  or  part  of  the  cost  involved.  It  is 
much  to  be  hoped  that  the  end  of  the  war  will  result  in  more 
women  being  available  for  this  very  essential  service.  Circum¬ 
stances  in  working  class  houses  are  often  such  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  women  to  give  birth  to  their  babies  at  home  unless 
such  help  is  provided  by  the  authority.  The  existence,  therefore, 
of  an  efficient  home  help  service  has  two  beneficial  effects.  It 
saves  the  expense  of  treatment  in  a  maternity  home  and  the 
occupation  of  beds  needed  for  more  urgent  cases  and,  second,  it 
enables  the  confinement  to  take  place  at  home,  a  very  desirable 
proceeding  in  most  normal  cases. 

Domestic  Helps. 

The  Circular  of  the  Ministry  asking  the  Council  to  provide 
domestic  helps  for  sick  and  aged  people  who  are  unable  to  look 
after  themselves,  received  sympathetic  consideration,  but  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  domestic  labour  required  for  such  a  service 
was  unprocurable,  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  was  deferred  for 
some  time. 

Scabies. 

The  incidence  of  Scabies  during  the  year  has  decreased. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  all  cases 
as  they  arise  are  sent  to  the  clinic  by  doctors,  nurses,  teachers  and 
chemists  and  immediately  treated.  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks 
for  the  very  ready  and  willing  co-operation  that  the  people  men¬ 
tioned  have  given  me.  Miss  Walker,  S.R.N.,  was  in  charge  of 
the  Clinic. 

PROMOTION  OF  CLEANLINESS  AND  GOOD  HABITS 
AND  THE  ELIMINATION  OF  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 

The  population  of  the  area  is,  as  stated  in  my  report, 
19,140.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  1,500  children  under  5. 
Two  Health  Visitors  are  employed  in  the  district.  They  do  no 
school  or  T.B.  work,  and  the  district  may  therefore  be  considered 
to  be  well  staffed. 

A  weekly  report  is  received  from  Health  Visitors  on  which 
are  details  of  any  unsatisfactory  conditions,  verminous  or  other¬ 
wise,  found  by  them.  A  register  of  unsatisfactory  families  is  kept 
and  all  visits  with  results  are  entered  up  weekly. 

The  Health  Visitors  give  help  to  mothers  in  all  cases  and 
their  instructions  are  to  concentrate  on  the  bad  cases,  so  as  to 
produce  an  amelioration  if  possible. 
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The  mothers  are  advised  to  keep  hair  short  and  suitable 
combs  are  on  sale  to  mothers  and,  in  necessitous  cases,  are  given 
or  loaned.  Lethane  is  supplied  in  a  similar  way. 

A  Mothercraft  Class  has  been  instituted  and  the  subject  is 
treated  in  that  course. 

There  is,  in  the  Health  Centre,  a  Cleansing  Unit  at  which 
verminous  conditions  other  than  Scabies  can  be  treated  if 
necessary. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  available  to  any  mother  at  a  Minor 
Ailment  Clinic  every  morning  between  9  and  10,  as  well  as  at  the 
usual  afternoon  Clinics,  and  any  verminous  cases  would  be  referred 
to  this  Clinic  or  to  the  Monday  and  Thursday  Cleansing  Clinics. 

I  wish  to  thank  again  the  Council,  the  Health  Committee 
and  my  staff  for  the  very  ready  co-operation  and  help  which  they 
have  continued  to  give  me  in  full  measure,  and  I  have  the  honour 
to  remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WOLVERSON. 

September  30th,  1946. 

.MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

The  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Urban  District  Council  is 
autonomous  in  respect  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  consists  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  the  following  co-opted  members  : — Mrs. 
F.  S.  Spice,  Mrs.  F.  Wells,  Mrs.  I.  Porter,  Mrs.  J.  H.  High. 

Day  Nursery  Sub-Committee.  This  consists  of  members  of 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee. 

Returns  Giving  Particulars  of  the  Work  Done  During  1944. 

1.  Population  of  the  area  served  by  the  Council,  19,140. 

2.  Number  of  births  notified  in  the  area  during  the  year  under 
Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  adjusted  by 
any  transferred  notifications  : — (a)  Live  Births,  384  ;  (b) 
Still  Births,  11.  Total,  395. 

3.  Health  Visiting. 

Number  of  Health  Visitors  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year 
by  the  Council,  2. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  Health  Visitors, 
4,715. 

(i)  To  expectant  mothers.  First  visits,  105.  Total  visits 
232. 

(ii)  To  children  under  1  year  of  age.  First  visits,  353. 
Total  visits,  2,016. 

(iii)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years.  Total 
visits,  2,467. 
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4.  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(a)  Number  of  Centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Council,  1. 

(b)  Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the 
Centre  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance,  were  •: — 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age,  234. 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years,  20. 

(c)  Total  number  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and  who,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  were  : — 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age,  195. 

(ii)  Over  1  year  of  age,  310. 

5.  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Services. 

(i)  Number  of  Clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Council,  1. 

Total  number  of  women  who  attended  at  the  Clinic 
during  the  year,  186,  compared  with  202  in  1944. 

(ii)  Total  number  of  attendances  made  during  year,  872,  as 
compared  with  942  in  1944. 

(iii)  Number  of  women  sent  during  the  year  to  a  Maternity 
Institution,  78.  They  were  distributed  as  follows 
(patients  sent  to  Private  Homes  not  included)  : — 

County  Hospital,  Minster,  25. 

County  Hospital,  Chatham,  24. 

Royal  Naval  and  Marine  Maternity  Home,  Gillingham, 
16. 

County  Maternity  Home,  Tunbridge  Wells,  13. 

EXPECTANT  MOTHERS’  CLINIC. 

Under  the  care  of  Dr.  Eileen  Mallinson. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  whole  of  the  year  was  17.7 
per  Clinic.  The  average  attendance  for  1944  was  18.84.  Of  the 
total  number  of  attendances  made  during  the  year  at  the  Clinic, 
that  is,  872,  815  were  of  women  of  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Urban 
District,  and  57  were  of  women  from  the  surrounding  county  area. 

Of  the  total  number  of  women  who  attended  during  the  year, 
that  is  to  say,  186,  163  were  residents  of  the  Sittingbourne  and 
Milton  Urban  District,  and  23  came  from  the  county  districts 
surrounding. 
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CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION  (Sections  206  to  220  of  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1936) . 

(a)  Number  of  persons  who  were  receiving  children  for  reward 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  6. 

(b)  Number  of  children  on  the  Register  : — 

(1)  At  the  end  of  the  year,  8. 

(2)  'Who  died  during  the  year,  Nil. 

(3)  On  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  taken  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  Cases,  Nil. 

Act  and  Section  under  which  proceedings  were  taken,  Nil. 


REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES  (Sections  187  to  194 

of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 


Number  of  Homes 

Number  of  Patients  provided  for 

Maternity 

Patients 

Others 

Totals 

Homes  first  registered  during 
the  year  1944... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Homes  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1944 

_ 

_ 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. — One,  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  Johnson  House,  Sittingbourne,  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
afternoons,  2  to  4.  By  Health  Committee. 

2.  Clinic  for  Expectant  Mothers. — One,  at  Health  Department, 
Johnson  House,  Sittingbourne,  every  Friday  afternoon, 
from  2  p.m.  to  4.  By  Health  Committee. 

Dental  treatment,  including  the  provision  of  artificial 
teeth,  is  provided  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  and 
also  extractions  for  children  under  5.  This  is  carried  out  at 
the  County  Dental  Clinic  by  arrangement  with  the  Kent 
Education  Committee. 
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An  agreement  has  been  made  with  certain  Hospitals  to 
provide  for  the  operative  treatment  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids, 
and  for  the  treatment  of  Ophthalmia  in  new  born  children. 

Arrangements  are  also  made  in  cases  of  complicated 
pregnancy  for  the  patient  to  be  seen  by  an  Obstetric 
Specialist,  and  if  he  advises,  to  be  taken  into  a  Hospital  for 
treatment. 

Patients  are  admitted  to  certain  Maternity  Homes  where 
circumstances  or  conditions  render  it  desirable  that  the  con¬ 
finement  should  not  take  place  at  home. 

In  necessitous  cases  the  cost  of  all  these  services  is  partly 
or  wholly  borne  by  the  Health  Committee.  All  cases  must 
be  approved  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  submission 
to  the  Committee. 

3.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. — By  Local  Authority.  A 
Clinic  for  this  purpose  is  held  every  month  at  Johnson  House. 

A  notice  is  sent  to  the  parent  of  every  child  on  its 
attaining  the  age  of  one  year,  and  propaganda  is  undertaken 
by  Health  Visitors,  School  Teachers,  etc. 

4.  School  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.— Minor  Ailments 
Clinic,  Albany  Road,  Sittingbourne,  Friday  mornings,  9 
a.m.  By  County  Council. 

Cleansing  Centre  at  Johnson  House,  Mondays  and 
Thursdays,  9.30  a.m.  By  Health  Committee. 

5.  Dental  Clinic.  —  Albany  Road,  Sittingbourne,  by  appoint¬ 
ment.  By  County  Council. 

6.  Aural  Clinic. — Albany  Road,  by  County  Council.  Aural 
Surgeon  attends  on  2nd  Thursday  in  every  month  for  treat¬ 
ment  of  school  children. 

7.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  —  Albany  Road,  Sittingbourne, 
Mondays,  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  By  County  Council. 

8.  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  —  Health  Department,  Johnson  House. 
By  County  Council.  Surgeon  attends  4th  Tuesday,  10  a.m. 
Masseuse  attends  2nd  Tuesday,  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays 
at  10  a.m.  for  treatment  of  school  children. 

9.  Nursing  in  the  Home. — Three  District  Nurses  provided  by 
the  Sittingbourne,  Milton  Regis  and  Murston  Nursing 
Association.  Chairman,  T.  Buggs,  Esq.,  J.P.  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Dimbleby.  (Tel.  732.) 

10.  Midwives. — Five,  four  of  these  are  employed  by  the  Kent 
County  Council  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936, 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  DOCTORS  AND  OTHERS 

The  Dental,  Ophthalmic,  Aural  and  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are 
available,  by  agreement  between  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Kent  County  Council,  for  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

As  the  Health  Committee  is  responsible  for  the  cost  of  treat¬ 
ment  of  these  children,  it  is  essential  that  all  appointments  should 
be  made  by  Medical  Practitioners  or  parents  through  the  Health 
Department  in  order  that  the  necessary  records  may  be  available 
when  accounts  are  presented. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (in  acres). — 4,935. 

Resident  Population  (mid  1944).  —  Register  -  General’s 
estimate,  19,140. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1944)  according  to  Rate 
Books. — 6,107. 

Rateable  Value.— £109,894. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  1943-1944. — £429  11s.  Id. 

Birth  Rate. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  384, 
consisting  of  211  males  and  173  females,  equivalent  to  20  per 
1,000.  In  1944  it  was  19.7  per  1,000. 


Live  Births  (Legitimate) 
Live  Births  (Illegitimate) 
Stillbirths  (Legitimate)  . 
Stillbirths  (Illegitimate) 


Total.  Males.  Females. 
350  193  157 

34  10  16 

11  5  5 

1  1  — 


The  rate  of  stillbirths  per  1,000  births  was  28.6. 


Death  Rate. — The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was 
236,  of  which  127  were  males,  and  109  were  females,  equivalent 
to  a  rate  of  12.30  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  average  popula¬ 
tion.  In  1944  it  was  12.26  per  1,000.  The  chief  causes  of  death 
were  : — (1)  Heart  Disease  ;  (2)  Cancer  ;  (3)  Cerebral  Haemorr¬ 
hage  ;  (4)  Bronchitis. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. — Nil. 

Infantile  Mortality. — During  the  year  there  were  15  deaths 
(9  boys  and  6  girls)  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1/000  live  births,  39.0  ;  Legitimate  infants  per 
1,000  live  births,  31.2  ;  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births, 
70.8. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages). — 37. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages). — 3. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages). — Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) . — 2. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. — The  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  148,  compared  with  140  in  the  previous  year. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  there  were  (including 
Tuberculosis)  507  cases  notified,  compared  with  215  in  the 
previous  year.  These  included  : — 

Scarlet  Fever. — 47  cases,  as  compared  with  46  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  Most  of  the  cases  were  mild  in  type.  There  were 
no  deaths.  Most  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. — Two  cases  as  compared  with  one  in  the  previous 
year.  It  was  treated  in  Hospital.  No  fatal  case. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  case  occurred.  No  case  for  3  years. 

Measles. — 364  cases  notified,  all  mild  in  type,  compared  with 
10  in  1944. 

Whooping  Cough. — 53  cases  notified,  119  in  previous  year. 

Infantile  Paralysis.-— No  case  notified. 

Tuberculosis.  —  There  were  22  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  2 
Non-Pulmonary  cases  notified,  as  compared  with  14  Pulmonary 
and  3  Non-Pulmonary  cases  in  the  previous  year. 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases. — Erysipelas,  4  ;  Puerperal  Pyrexia, 
5  ;  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  2  ;  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  3  ; 
Pneumonia,  3  ;  Infantile  Paralysis,  nil  ;  Malaria,  nil. 


A  COMPARISON  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  Etc.,  OF  1945 

WITH  1944. 


Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Typhoid 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Tuberculosis 
all  forms 

1945 

20.0 

12.30 

39.0 

— 

2 

47 

24 

1944 

19.7 

12.26 

53.9 

— 

1 

46 

17 

13 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

ALL  AGES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 

Males.  Females.- 
7  2 

1  1 

1  1 


9  6 

Fifteen  in  all. 


ALL  CAUSES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 

Here  11  deaths  out  of  15  resulted  from  premature  birth  and 
congenital  causes,  and  occurred  in  the  first  few  days  of  life. 

The  others  were  from  causes  as  follows  : — Broncho  Pneu¬ 
monia,  M.,  5  months,  F.,  5  months.  Gastro  Enteritis,  Male,  5 
weeks  ;  Females,  3  months. 

The  number  of  infants’  deaths  in  the  preceding  years  was  : — 


1944  20 

1943  17 

1942  16 

1941  . - .  6 

1940  19 

1939  9 

1938  10 

1937  11 

1936  12 

1935  11 

1934  18 


Under  Four  Weeks  . 

Four  Weeks — Three  Months 
Three  Months — Six  Months 
Six  Months — Nine  Months  . 
Nine  Months — One  Year  ... 


MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

Number  of  women  who  died  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child¬ 
birth  in  the  area  served  by  the  Committee  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  From  Sepsis,  Nil. 

(2)  From  other  causes,  Nil. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  REGISTERED  DURING  1945 


According  to  Returns  of  Registrar-General 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— - 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

— 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  Oesophagus  (Male)  and  Uterus 
(Female) 

2 

4 

6 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

7 

2 

9 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

14 

6 

20 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

18 

17 

35 

Heart  Disease  ... 

40 

41 

81 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

2 

7 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

3 

2 

5 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

2 

5 

Nephritis 

5 

2 

7 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

—  , 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

3 

— 

3 

Congenital  Causes 

5 

3 

8 

Suicide  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

2 

5 

All  Other  Causes  ...  ... 

5 

6 

11 

Totals 

127 

109 

236 
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SCHOOL  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  N ON-N OTIFI ABLE 

DISEASES  DURING  1945. 


Scabies 

Impetigo 

Chicken- 

Pox 

Ringworm 

;  Mumps 

Rubella 

Tonsillitis 

Conjunc¬ 

tivitis 

January  . 

— 

— 

.  * 

February 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

March 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

April 

— 

May 

1 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June  . 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

August 

— 

1 

September  ... 

— 

— 

October 

— 

November  ... 

— 

- T- 

December  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

2 

2 

40 

2 

1 

— 

2 

9 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  22  notifications  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of 
the  Lungs,  as  compared  with  14  in  1944. 

The  figures  for  the  years  1936  to  1945  were  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Pulmonary. 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
Population. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Rate  p 
1,000 
Populati 

1936 

12 

0.5 

5 

0.2 

1937 

12 

0.6 

9 

0.^ 

1938 

12 

0.5 

4 

0.1 

1939 

13 

0.6 

4 

0.1 

1940 

11 

0.5 

1 

0.04 

1941 

9 

0.45 

3 

0.15 

1942 

15 

0.77 

4 

0.2 

1943 

9 

0.47 

4 

0.21 

1944 

14 

0.74 

3 

0.15 

1945 

22 

1.14 

2 

0.1 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Regulations  of  the  1925 
Act  to  prevent  handling  of  milk  by  tuberculous  persons. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER. 

Non- 

No.  on  Register.  Pulmonary  Pulmonary.  Total. 

1st  January,  1945  .  75  30  105 

31st  December,  1945  .  88  31  119 
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NOTIFIABLE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever... 

47 

45 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Nil 

Measles 

364 

Nil 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

53 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

4 

4 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

3 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

3 

3 

1 

AGES  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 


Under 

1  Year 

i 

T-H 

to 

i 

CM 

tF 

i 

to 

lO 

1 

^F 

5-10  | 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

] 

3 

9 

6 

4 

13 

10 

1 

47 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Measles 

11 

38 

44 

54 

29 

168 

13 

5 

2 

— 

364 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

7 

4 

3 

3 

27 

2 

— 

53 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

4 

— 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Totals  1945  ... 

22 

49 

58 

63 

37 

210 

25 

7 

6 

1 

2 

3 

483 

Totals  1944  ... 

12 

33 

26 

29 

6 

63 

8 

2 

5 

2 

2 

9 

197 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936.  SECTION  172. 

There  was  no  necessity  to  take  any  action  under  these 
Regulations  which  provide  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Table  compiled  from1  Local  Records,  giving  details  with 
regard  to  sex,  age,  etc.,  of  notified  new  cases  and  deaths  during 
1945. 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE. 

The  death  rate  was  0.40  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  for 
all  forms. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  returns  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  numbered  7,  giving  a  death  rate  of  0.30 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  0.42  in  the  previous 
year,  and  from  other  forms  1,  or  a  death  rate  of  0.05  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

The  following  table  is  inserted  for  the  purposes  of  com¬ 
parison  : — - 


Deaths 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  of 
Population 

Year 

All  Forms 

Pulmon. 

Non- 

Pulmon. 

All  Forms 

Pulmon. 

Non- 

Pulmon. 

1937 

12 

12 

- - 

0-6 

0*6 

— 

1938 

8 

6 

2 

0-3 

0-2 

0*09 

1939 

18 

14 

4 

0-8 

0’6 

0'1 

1940 

12 

11 

1 

0*5 

0*5 

0*04 

1941 

8 

7 

1 

0-4 

0*35 

0-05 

1942 

8 

8 

— 

0*4 

0-4 

o-oo 

1943 

11 

8 

* 

o 

0-58 

0  42 

0-15 

1944 

8 

7 

1 

0-42 

0*37 

0-05 

1945 

8 

7 

1 

0-40 

0*30 

0-05 
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HOSPITALS. 


Keycol  Hill  Infectious  Hospital,  110  beds. 

Tuberculosis  Sanatorium,  51  beds. 

Under  the  control  of  the  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Joint 
Hospital  Board.  Chairman,  W.  French,  Esq. 

Administrative  Medical  Officer,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  (F.  Wolverson,  M.D.). 

Clinical  Medical  Officers,  Dr.  Alex.  Chalmers  and  Dr.  J.  Rob¬ 
son.  Matron,  Miss  G.  E.  Hazell,  S.R.N.,  etc. 

Memorial  Hospital,  Sittingbourne,  number  of  beds,  14,  and 
3  cots. 

The  Hospital  is  staffed  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  of 
Sittingbourne,  and  a  Consultant  attends  when  necessary.  Matron, 
Miss  M.  E.  Herd,  S.R.N. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

1.  For  urgent  cases  and  accidents  the  Ambulance  Committee  of 
the  Urban  District  Council. 

2.  For  infectious  cases  (Joint  Board  at  Keycol  Hill). 

3.  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

4.  Private  Ambulance  of  Messrs.  Bowater-Lloyd. 

LABORATORY  AND  ANALYSES. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  all  kinds  by  County  Council 
Laboratory,  Maidstone. 

Analyses  of  milk  and  water,  etc.,  by  County  Council,  Maid¬ 
stone. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  routine  inspection  of  school  children  is  conducted  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acting  as  Assistant  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  One  whole  day  a  week  is  thus  occupied,  and 
attendance  is  made  at  the  School  Clinic  every  Friday  morning. 

The  school  population  is  about  3,200,  and  is  distributed  in 
14  elementary  departments  and  two  secondary  schools. 
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SHELTERS. 


Fortunately  the  Public  Shelters  in  the  town  have  not  been 
much  used.  They  remain  in  good  structural  and  hygienic  con¬ 
dition. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  are  in  good  order. 

PUBLIC  BATHS. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  are  in  good  order. 

VACCINATIONS. 

During  the  year  1945,  70  children  were  successfully 

vaccinated,  while  136  were  exempted  as  a  result  of  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  parents.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  parents 
refuse  to  take  advantage  of  the  protection  afforded  by  this  simple 
and  safe  operation. 
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SITTINGBOURNE  AND  MILTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


Health  Department, 

Johnson  House, 

Burley  Road, 

Sittingbourne,  Kent. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during 
the  year  1945. 

The  work  of  the  Department  was  maintained  during  the  year 
and  new  ground  was  broken  by  the  establishment  of  a  compre¬ 
hensive  disinfestation  service. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  Housing,  the  year  was  a  difficult 
one,  there  being  a  grave  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  and, 
of  necessity,  much  work  of  improvement,  which  in  normal  times 
would  have  been  carried  out,  had  to  be  deferred. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  LESLIE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  water  supply  for  the  district  is  distributed  by  the 
Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Mid- 
Kent  Water  Company.  The  latter  Company  supplying  the  Parish 
of  Tunstall  and  part  of  the  Parish  of  Borden,  which  were  brought 
within  the  Urban  District  on  1st  April,  1930. 

Although  the  majority  of  the  houses  within  the  district  have 
a  piped  supply  of  water  there  are  still  a  small  number  who  rely 
upon  well  supplies  for  domestic  purposes.  As  opportunity  occurs 
steps  are  taken  to  provide  such  houses  with  a  proper  supply. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Council  and  the 
Mid-Kent  Water  Company  has  been  of  an  excellent  character 
throughout  the  year.  The  following  table  shows  details  of  the 
samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  from  all  sources  : — 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER. 


Number  of  samples  of  Water  examined  by  the 

County  Analyst  .  3 

Number  of  samples  of  Water  examined  by  the 

County  Pathologist  .  29 

Total  ...  32 


Number  of  samples  obtained  from  Sittingbourne 


and  Urban  District  Council  mains  .  13 

Mid-Kent  Water  Company’s  mains  .  13 

Shallow  Wells  .  6 


Total  ...  32 


Number  of  samples  found  upon  examination  to 

be  satisfactory  .  28 

Number  of  samples  from  Shallow  Wells  found 
upon  examination  to  be  unsatisfactory  : — 

Presence  of  Bacillus  Coli  .  3 

Water  of  bad  organic  quality  . 1 

Total  ...  32 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 
Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  Made. 


PREMISES 

Primary 

Inspections 

Total 

Revisits 

Total 

Dwelling  Houses — On  Complaint  . 

295 

878 

„  „  On  Complaint  no  nuisance  found 

20 

„  ,,  Own  observation 

76 

„  „  Housing  Acts  Inspections 

8 

45 

,,  ,,  Infectious  Disease 

57 

Other  Premises 

19 

2 

Visits  with  no  access 

39 

27 

Bakehouses 

28 

Caravans,  Tents,  etc. 

9 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

26 

1 

Cowsheds 

34 

Dairies 

84 

Factories — Mechanical  Power  . . 

74 

8 

,,  No  Mechanical  Power 

5 

2 

,,  Workplaces  . . 

16 

6 

Fish  Frying 

36 

2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  Visits 

72 

Food,  Preparation  Premises 

36 

2 

Food  Storage  Premises  . . 

38 

House  Let  in  Lodging  . . 

2 

Interviews  . .  . . 

355 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

14 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 

10 

Insect  Pests  Investigation 

16 

Milkshops 

13 

Milk — Bacteriological  Sample 

49 

Market  and  Shops 

19 

» 

Marine  Stores 

1 

Offices 

2 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

23 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

104  ■ 

Rooms  Disinfected 

21 

Shops  Act  Section  10 

6 

1 

Slaughterhouses 

438 

Schools 

7 

Stables  and  Pigeries 

6 

Smallpox  Contacts 

28 

Theatres  and  Amusement  Halls 

3 

Urinals,  Public  and  Private 

18 

1 

Water  Samples 

32 

Miscellaneous 

81 

Housing  Applicants 

25 

Typhus  Contacts  . . 

8 

2253 

975 
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ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 


GENERAL 

Drainage — Reconstructed 

3 

„  Tested  or  Exposed 

18 

,,  Repaired,  Trapped,  etc. 

14 

,,  Unstopped 

95 

,,  Chambers  Inserted 

1 

„  Repairs  to  Chambers  or  New  Covers 

3 

Cesspools — Emptied 

2 

,,  Replaced  by  Water  Carriage  . . 

4 

W.C.’s  and  Urinals  Cleansed 

5 

Water  Closets — Repaired  or  Supplied  with  Water 

43 

,,  ,,  New  Pans  or  Pedestals  Fixed  . . 

3 

,,  ,,  Additional  Constructed 

2 

Waste  Pipes,  Repaired  or  Trapped  . . 

10 

Waste  Pipes  or  R.W.P.’s  Disconnected 

2 

R.W.P.’s  and  Eaves  Gutters  Repaired 

9 

Sinks  Provided  or  Replaced  . . 

1 

Privies — Emptied 

5 

,,  Abolished 

2 

SUNDRY  NUISANCES  ABATED 

Animals,  Fowls,  etc.  . . 

2 

Accumulations  of  Refuse,  etc. 

6 

Brickwork  or  Pointings 

4 

Coppers  Repaired  or  Renewed 

14 

Dampness 

15 

Dustbins  Supplied 

19 

Fireplaces  and  Stoves  Repaired 

14 

Flooring  and  other  Woodwork 

30 

Overcrowding  Abated 

1 

Plaster  Repaired 

43 

Roofs  made  Watertight 

30 

Walls  and  Ceilings  Cleansed 

2 

Water  Supply  Reinstated  or  made  Sufficient 

9 

Windows,  Cords,  Fasteners  and  Glass 

43 

Verminous  Rooms  Fumigated 

6 

Ventilation  Sub-Floor  Provided 

1 

Yards  and  Passages  Paved  . . 

1 

Miscellaneous 

14 

Common  Lodging  House,  Contravention  of  Bye-Laws 

2 

Chimney  Flues  Repaired 

4 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  were 
investigated.  The  necessary  disinfection  was  carried  out.  Rooms 
were  disinfected  by  the  Council’s  Disinfection  Officer,  and  all 
bedding  was  removed  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  and  steam 
disinfected  at  Keycol  Hill  Hospital. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  cases  investigated  : — 


Disease  No.  of  Cases 

Scarlet  Fever  .  47 

Diphtheria  .  2 

Erysipelas  .  4 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  .  3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  22 

Total  .  78 


DISINFECTANT. 

A  supply  of  disinfectant  is  available  at  the  Department  for 
use  in  premises  where  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  occurred. 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT 

The  Sanitary  Conveniences  provided  at  the  Picture  Theatres 
in  the  town  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  on  the  whole  were 
maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

On  January  1st,  1945,  two  common  Lodging  Houses  were  on 
the  Register.  , 

During  the  year  under  review  the  common  Lodging  House 
situate  at  No.  5,  High  Street,  Milton,  ceased  to  be  used. 

No  application  for  the  renewal  of  the  registration  has  been 
received  and  accordingly  the  registration  has  been  cancelled. 

The  one  common  Lodging  House  at  present  in  occupation 
in  the  district  provides  accommodation  for  30  beds.  During  the 
year  the  premises  changed  hands,  and  the  opportunity  was  taken 
of  carrying  out  certain  improvements  before  re-registering  the 
premises. 

The  premises  have  been  inspected  at  frequent  intervals  and 
generally  speaking,  having  regard  to  the  age  of  the  premises,  the 
conditions  found  have  been  satisfactory. 
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ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN. 


In  June,  1945,  the  Public  Health  Committee  had  before  it 
a  report  concerning  the  problem  of  vermin  infestation.  It  was 
agreed  by  the  Council  that  a  Disinfestation  Service  be  inaugurated, 
the  work  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Council. 

The  service  was  brought  into  operation  in  June,  and  since 
that  time  much  useful  work  has  been  carried  out. 

During  the  year  10  complaints  of  verminous  premises  were 
received,  and  in  all  instances  disinfestation  was  carried  out. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  premises  and  rooms 
dealt  with  during  1945  : — 


BUGS 

NUMBER  OF 
PREMISES 

NUMBER  OF 
ROOMS 

Found  to 
be 

infested 

Disin¬ 

fested 

Found  to 
be 

infested 

Disin¬ 

fested 

Number  of  Council  Houses 

2 

2 

6 

6 

Number  of  other  houses 

Number  of  cases  where  disin¬ 
festation  has  been  carried  out 

24 

24 

64 

64 

by  Council’s  Disinfesting  Officer 
Number  of  complaints  of  in- 

26 

26 

70 

70 

festation  received 

Number  of  cases  found  by 

7 

7 

15 

15 

Sanitary  Inspector 

FLEAS 

19 

19 

•  55 

55 

Number  of  houses 

Number  of  cases  where  disin¬ 
festation  has  been  carried  out 

3 

3 

9 

9 

by  Council’s  Disinfesting  Officer 
Number  of  complaints  of  in- 

3 

3 

9 

9 

festation  . 

3 

3 

9 

9 

THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  routine  inspection  of  factories  within  the  District  has 
been  maintained  during  the  year.  Appropriate  action  has  been 
taken  to  remedy  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  visits  paid  to 
the  different  classes  of  factories  : — 

Number  of  Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  .  82 

Number  of  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power)  .  12 
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HOUSING. 


During  the  year  inspection  of  dwelling-houses  was  main¬ 
tained.  Owing  to  the  prevailing  shortage  of  labour  and  materials 
difficulties  were  experienced  in  the  carrying  out  of  maintenance 
work  and  it  was  impossible  to  carry  out  work  other  than  that 
necessary  to  keep  houses  weatherproof  and  remedy  urgent 
sanitary  nuisances. 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  place  on  record,  that  unless 
more  labour  and  materials  are  made  available  for  maintenance 
work  on  existing  working  class  houses,  a  serious  problem,  almost 
as  serious  as  the  shortage  of  houses,  is  being  created  and 
aggravated.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  state  that  numerous  houses 
are  literally  falling  to  pieces  because  of  the  lack  of  necessary 
maintenance  over  the  war  years.  If  the  present  position  continues 
for  any  length  of  time  many  of  these  houses  will  be  beyond  repair 
at  a  reasonable  cost. 

The  shortage  of  houses  for  the  occupation  of  persons  of  the 
working  classes  remained  acute.  The  number  of  houses  which  are 
occupied  by  more  than  two  families  continued  to  increase.  A  start 
has,  however,  been  made  during  1946,  rehousing  families  from 
the  worst  of  the  overcrowded  houses. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  following  shows  details  of  persons  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  in  connection  with  milk. 


Registered  : — 

Cowkeepers  .  2 

Registered  Purveyors  for  sale  of  : — 

Pasteurised  Milk  .  1 

Ungraded  Milk  .  11 

Prepared  Milk  only  .  11 

Total  number  of  Purveyors  of  milk  .  23 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  ORDER. 

During  the  year  one  licence  was  granted  in  connection  with 
a  Pasteurising  establishment  where  the  milk  is  processed  by  the 
“  holder  ”  system. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

During  the  year  52  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Maidstone. 
The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  milks  submitted  : — 


Ordinary  Milk  .  22 

Pasteurised  and  heat  treated  Milk  .  13 

Tuberculin  tested  Milk  .  16 

Sterilized  Milk  .  1 

Total  .  52 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 
REGISTRATIONS  OF  PREMISES  used  for  the  Manufacture, 

Storage  or  Sale  of  Foods. 


Sale  and  Storage  of  Ice-Cream  . .  23 

Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream  .  6 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods  .  21 

Fish  Frying  . . . . .  8 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

During  the  year  the  slaughtering  oFanimals  for  human  food 
was  concentrated  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  at 
one  slaughterhouse,  viz.,  that  in  the  ownership  of  the  Co¬ 
operative  Society,  Ltd.  The  No.  2  slaughterhouse  situate  at  the 
rear  of  East  Street,  Sittingbourne,  being  closed  down  except  for 
emergency  use. 

At  the  November  Meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
I  was  instructed  to  submit  a  report  concerning  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  Co-operative  Slaughterhouse,  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Accordingly,  at  the  December 
Meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  I  submitted  a  report 
dealing  at  some  length  with  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  under 
which  animals  were  slaughtered  in  preparation  for  human  food. 
At  the  request  of  the  Council  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Minister  of  Health,  who  caused  an  inspection  to  be  made 
by  a  Regional  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry.  The  view  that 
I  took  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  was  upheld 
by  the  Ministry’s  Medical  Officer,  and  the  matter  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 


As  a  result  of  the  Council’s  initiative  in  ventilating  this  ques¬ 
tion,  certain  alterations  of  a  very  minor  character  were  carried 
out  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  fact  remains,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  existing  slaughterhouse  is  obsolete  and  inadequate 
for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  now  put. 

The  solution  to  the  problem  is,  of  course,  the  erection  of  a 
properly  designed  and  constructed  Abattoir.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  provision  of  such  an  Abattoir  will  not  be  unduly  delayed. 

t 

The  Post-mortem  examination  of  animals  intended  for  human 
food  continues  to  take  up  a  large  amount  of  time,  necessitating 
regular  evening  and  Sunday  work.  The  number  of  visits  paid 
to  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year  was  438. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  number  and 
classification  of  the  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year,  together 
with  the  percentage  affected  with  disease. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1510 

276 

459 

6350 

450 

Number  inspected 

1510 

276 

459 

6350 

450 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

6 

7 

19 

2 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

445 

96 

3 

278 

9 

spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

29'8/o 

37'3% 

06% 

4'6% 

2-4% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

17 

22 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . 
Percentage  of  the  number 

225 

80 

2 

1 

18 

inspected  a  ff  e  c  t  e  d  with 
tuberculosis 

16-0% 

36-9% 

0-67o 

o-oi% 

A’0% 
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The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  foodstuff  condemned 
during  the  year  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

lbs. 


17  Cattle,  excluding  cows 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

9386 

22  Cows 

ditto 

8980 

6  Cattle,  excluding  cows 

Bruising  emaciation  and 
Oedema 

1791 

7  Cows 

ditto 

2327 

* 

42  portions  of 

cattle 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

4849 

1  Calf 

Congenital  Tuberculosis 

64 

1  Sow 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

270 

1  Boar 

Septicaema 

402 

10  portions  of 

Pig 

carcases 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

287 

10  Sheep 

Emaciation  and  Oedema 

310 

5  Sheep 

Moribund 

216 

1  Sheep 

Extensive  Bruising  and 
decomposition 

50 

2  Sheep 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia 

126 

1  Ram 

Fevered 

68 

8  portions  of 

Sheep 

Bruising,  Injury,  etc. 

87 

Edible  Offal 

28596 

English  Beef 

Bone  Taint 

462 

English  Pork 

Decomposition 

162 

Fish 

Decomposition 

928 

Miscellaneous  foodstuffs, 
including  canned  Milk, 
canned  Meat,  canned 
Fruit,  Vegetables,  eggs, 

etc.  1091 


60,552 


TOTAL  -  27  tons  2  qtrs.  16  lbs. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  Dec.,  1944  31 

Applications  for  Licences  granted  during  1945  .  0 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  Dec.,  1945  31 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

One  operative  is  employed  for  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
on  Rodent  Control,  and  the  work  has  included  the  treatment  of 
heavy  infestations  at  the  Council  Refuse  Tip  and  that  of  Messrs. 
A.P.C.M.,  Ltd.,  at  Murston. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  carried  out 
during  1945  : — 


Infestat¬ 

ion 

notified 
by  the 
public 

Addition¬ 
al  infest¬ 
ations 
found 

Com¬ 
plaints  ill- 
founded 

Number 
of  com¬ 
plete 
treat¬ 
ments 
to  exter¬ 
minate 

Infest¬ 

ations 

cleared 

Under  or 
‘waiting 
treatment 

Treated 

by 

Occupier 

Estimated 

kill 

Rats 

69 

45 

20 

70 

61 

9 

24 

5958 

Mice 

3 

4 

3 

3 

4 

117 

✓ 
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